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1.0 PURPOSE 
Assist PhD by research candidates to prepare an article-based thesis. 
 
2.0 UNIVERSITI MALAYA GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF RESEARCH REPORTS, 
DISSERTATIONS AND THESES (2021) 
 
See the extract from Page 2 of the university guidelines on thesis content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



See extracts from Pages 4 and 5 of the university guidelines on suggested thesis structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



3.0 FACULTY NOTES 
 
3.1 Process and expectations 
 

• The decision to opt for an article-based thesis must be jointly made by the candidate and 
supervisor(s) before the Candidature Defence.  

• The candidate will go through the same candidature milestones (including Proposal Defence, 
Candidature Defence and Seminar) as a candidate writing a traditional thesis. 

• The chapters of the thesis must form a coherent and integrated body of work which focuses on a 
single project or a set of related questions or propositions. 

• The thesis must satisfy the criteria and outcomes established for a doctoral award through a 
thesis examination and a viva voce. 

• The faculty authorities including panel members can advise against an article-based thesis at 
any point should the quality and extent of the candidate’s contributions not meet the expected 
standard. 

 
 
3.2 Publication type: 
 

• The accepted publication types are journal articles and/or book chapters.  
• They must be produced during the candidature period. 
• The quartile/status of a journal or publisher must align with the university’s PhD publication 

requirements. 
• As a general rule, three (3) articles/book chapters are required, of which at least two (2) must 

have been accepted for publication at the point of thesis submission. 
• More articles/book chapters can be included if they are necessary to strengthen the thesis. 

 
 
3.3. Presentation 
 

• The articles/book chapters when put together must form a coherent and integrated body of work 
which focuses on a project and/or a set of related propositions. 

• A systematic/scoping review article may replace the required literature review chapter. 
• An afterword may be included at the end of a thesis chapter to help readers connect ideas 

between different chapters. 
• Included publications may contain repetitions but these are expected to be minimal. 
• The length of each article/book chapter will generally reflect the discipline and/or publisher 

requirements. 
• The total number of words of the thesis is between 50,000 and 80,000 words. 

 
 
3.4 Authorship of submitted or published articles/book chapters. 
 

• Each article/book chapter can have multiple authors. 
• The candidate is usually the principal author and the supervisor must be the corresponding 

author. 
• The candidate must make a major contribution to the conceptualisation, acquisition, analysis 

and interpretation of data for all submitted/published articles and/or book chapters.  
• A statement on the candidate’s specific contributions must be included as chapter/thesis 

endnotes. 
 
Disclaimers: 

• All requirements are subject to change and instructions issued by the Faculty and University 
from time to time. 

• The Dean has the authority to make alterations, decisions and recommendations in any 
circumstance deemed appropriate or necessary.  
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